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SOUTH HEDLAND — STABBINGS — POLICE RESPONSE 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [12.03 pm]: Less than two weeks ago, on 1 May, dangerous 
and tragic events unfolded in South Hedland. Members will be aware that an offender armed with two knives 
committed seven random stabbings, of varying severity, in South Hedland, with most attacks occurring in the 
shopping centre, a busy place with a large number of retail outlets and offices. The seven victims who were 
stabbed were a 37-year-old woman, a 20-year-old man, a 19-year-old man, a 39-year-old man, a 24-year-old 
woman, a 37-year-old man and a 30-year-old woman. One woman was carrying her baby when she was attacked. 
All were treated at Hedland Health Campus, mainly for non-life-threatening wounds; one man with serious wounds 
was transferred to Royal Perth Hospital. I thank the health professionals who did an outstanding job caring for 
these victims. 
Two experienced police officers, Sergeant Michelle Cornwall and Sergeant Michael Little, who were on patrol at 
the shopping centre, responded decisively and professionally to reports of an armed offender and sought to disarm 
and apprehend him. They deployed their tasers, but the offender withstood these and continued his life-threatening 
actions. Then the situation escalated further. These two dedicated officers knelt with Mr Fildes, along with 
two nurses, to render first aid to him for some time; however, his injuries were fatal. I acknowledge the bravery of 
Sergeant Michelle Cornwall and Sergeant Michael Little, who ran towards danger, met it head on and, by doing 
so, defended and protected the people of the South Hedland community. I thank them for their courage, their 
commitment and their compassion. I acknowledge also the security guard, Mr Cliff Hagart, who very bravely 
assisted prior to the shooting, and also local police, nurses and detectives who attended the immediate scene and 
dealt with the distressing situation. 
I extend my condolences to the Fildes family. It is a deep tragedy for them and they have been receiving support, 
including from a police family liaison officer. It is also distressing for the officers involved, their police colleagues, 
police families, and the Hedland community. The officers are receiving counselling and support from the police 
health and welfare division, their colleagues and senior officers, and the WA Police Union. 
Significant effort has been made to support the Hedland community in the aftermath. More than 40 extra police 
were deployed to South Hedland from Karratha and Perth. Members of the South Hedland community have been 
offered counselling through a pop-up facility in the shopping centre. I also thank my colleague the member for 
Pilbara for the support he has extended to the Hedland community. There is a current investigation by the homicide 
squad, overseen by police internal affairs, into the circumstances of the shooting. Over 60 witnesses are to be 
interviewed, numerous crime scenes identified and examined by police forensics, and CCTV and bodycam footage 
examined. I am assured this investigation will be thorough and meticulous as the tragic situation merits, and its 
findings will assist the coronial inquiry that will follow. 
Events such as this highlight the extraordinary bravery, professionalism and empathy of our police, particularly 
Sergeants Michelle Cornwall and Michael Little, and security guard Cliff Hagart. I know all members would join 
me in again thanking them. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
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